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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


Orders  drawn  after  settlement  with  Auditors  March  1,  1873. 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

• 

March  1,  G.  F.  Farley,  labor  on  highway  (winter)  . 
3,  H.  S.  Merrill,  labor  on  highway  (winter)  . 
5,  Wm.  S.  Whipple,  breaking  roads 

7,  Caleb  Stowell,  water  tub  and  labor  on  roads 
Chas,  W.  Cheney  and  father,  labor  on  roads 

8,  Chas.  W.  Cheney,  breaking  roads 
10,  James  Ferson  "  " 

Frank  Pierce,  "  " 

John  G.  Dodge,  "  " 

John  G  Dodge,  Jr.,    "  " 

18,  E.  P.  Roberts,  repairing  Center  bridge 
22,  C.  K.  Pierce,  breaking  roads 

B.  F.  Harrimrn,     "  " 

25,,  S.  J.  Merrill,  labor  on  roads 
April  1,  Amos  H.  Merrill,  breaking  roads 

8,  Chas.  W.  Cheney,  Jr.,  labor  on  roads 
1,  Philip  Mitchell,  breaking  roads  . 
14,  E.  P.  Sargent,  "  "       . 

21,  A.  J.  Hazen,  <•  "       . 

23,  G.  F.  Farley  and  others,  labor  on  roads 
28,  Leonard  Robinson,  labor  on  roads 

S.  R.  Fillebrown,         "       "       " 
17,  J.  B.  Varick,  iron  for  bridge 
July  8,  G.  P.  Henry,  snowing  bridge,  1  year    . 
Aug.  3,  R.  L.  Livingston,  lighting  bridge 

2G,  D.  S.  Ferson,  labor  on  roads 
Sept.  11,  Rodney' Johnson,  planking  Parker  bridge 

19,  S.  D.  Johnson,  labor  on  roads 
E.  P.  Sargent       "       "       " 

(3) 


$15  00 

8  50 
18  30 
27  75 

14  65 

5  50 

9  95 
12  00 
38  00 
10  00 

2  00 

12  40 

15  40 
9  00 

15  10 

9  15 

20  65 

10  00 

26  60 

14  25 

4  50 

1   80 

10  50 

6  00 
10  00 

7  50 
296  42 

13  00 
10  00 


4 


Oct.  29,  Leonard  Kimball,  land  damage,  Black    brook 

road,  1870 

8.  Stratton,  labor  on  Pierce  hill 
Nov.  1,  R.  L.  Livingston,  lighting  bridge 

Alfred  Poor,  labor  and  lumber  on  Dr.  Little  bridge 
13,  Daniel  Kidder,  labor  on  roads     . 

21,  A.  &  A.   Follansbee,  land  damage,  Muster-field 

road       .         .         .         . 

22,  G.  F.  Farley,  labor  and  lumber  on  roads 
29,  W.  P.  Warren,  gravel  for  road,  1870 

1874 
Jan.  1,  Wm.  H.  Hart,  building  plank  walk 
Feb.  11,  T.  C.  Bowers,  labor  on  road 

James  Richards,  "      "  .  " 

Benj.  Dow,  "      "-"  ... 

Henry  Plummer,  "      "     "       "    . 
17,  C.  K.  Pierce,  building  cattle  pass, 

Frank  Pierce,  breakiug  roads 

Caleb  Stowell,  water  tnb  and  labor  on  roads 

David  Wells,  labor  on  roads        .         . 

G.  P.  Henry,  snowing  Centre  bridge 

Matthew  Stearns,  labor  on  highways 


.  $15 

00 

15 

00 

12 

00 

e   36 

75 

8 

00 

i 

8 

00 

.   61 

40 

10 

00 

.   36 

00 

15 

50 

5 

00 

6 

50 

75 

.   32 

50 

10 

00 

11 

85 

11 

00 

8 

00 

14 

25 

SUPPORT  OF  THE   POOR. 

March  1,  S.  J.  &  Addison,  board  and  clothing,  Haseltine 

boy  1872,            25  00 

May  3,  Dr.  Fowler  &  Co.,  Bristol,  doctoring  Mrs.  Susan 

Hardy, 17  25 

April  22,  City  of  Manchester,    burial    of  Geo.   Kidder's 

grandson,           .         .         .         .         .  16  00 
July  7,  Wm.  Kidder,  board  and  clothing  Wm.  Stinson's 

child  1  year, 25  00 

25,  John  Small,  coffin  for  B.  P.  Manning,         .         .  12  00 

John  Small,  coffin  for  H.  Richardson,   .         .         .  10  00 

29,  Wm.  Kidder,  taking  care  of  Lucian  boy,   .         .  33   59 

Iddo  Morrison,  board,  Mrs.  Kittredge,  1  year,       .  104  00 

Abbie  Lawrence,  house-rent,  S.  S.  Colby,  1  year,  .  30  09 

E.  R.  Poor,  provisions  for  S.  S.  Colby,           .         .  7  00 


Dr.  H.  E.  Newell,  doctoring  Win.  Towns,    . 

H.  S.  Merrill,  clothing  Daniel  Merrill, 

G.  G.  Bumpus,  board  of  Phebe  &  T.  R.  Worthly 

1  year,  ...... 

R.  Johnson,  board  of  Phebe  &  T.  R.  Worthly, 
R.  Johnson,  paid  for  Shiney  boy, 
R.  Johnson,  paid  for  Shiney  boy, 
Daniel  Plumer,  board  of  Billy  Ross,  (county) 
John  Richardson  for  H.  Richardson, 
J.  B.  Hoyt,  burying     "  "  .         . 

Wra.  S.  Whipple,  help  for  Foster  family, 
Dr.  Daniel  Little,  doctoring  Foster  family,    . 
Dr.  A.  F.  Carr,  doctoring  Billy  Ross,  county, 
Dr.  H.  E.  Newell,  doctoring  Mrs.  S.  Colby,  . 
Dr  H.  E.  Newell,  doctoring  L.  J.  Gillis'  family, 
Dr.  H.  E.  Newell,  doctoring  Godfrey  Johonett, 
Dr.  A.  F.  Carr,  doctoring  Geo.  Tirrell 
"  ■«     Mrs.  Kittredge, 

Gilman  F.  Farley,  expenses  to  Wilton, 
John  Small,  coffin  for  Godfrey  Johonett,  robe,  &c 
Alfred  Story,  goods  delivered  to  Roswell  Towns 
Jesse  E.  Jenkins,  goods  delivered  to  M.  Perry, 
Richards  &  Jenkins,  goods  delivered  to  Godfrej 

Johonett,  . 

Dr.  Daniel  Little,  doctoring  J.  B.  Lucian's  boy, 
Dr.  Daniel  Little,  doct.  S.  S.  Colby,      . 
Win.  Cunningham,  board  of  paupers,     . 


$9  00 

10  00 

142  70 

11  00 
10  00 

1  06 
40  00 
62  00 

2  50 
18  50 
15  75 
40  00 

6  00 

10  00 
.6  00 
20  00 

11  00 
5  75 

14  00 
5  25 

5  00 

4  23 

3  00 

6  50 
10  00 


MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 
1873. 

March,  S.  E.  Hill,  damage  by  defect  in  bridge; 
C.  Jj.  Moulton,  damage  to  sleigh, 
Campbell  &  Hauscom,  500  copies  town  report, 
Wm.  L.  Otis,  over-tax  1872, 
P.  H.  Pattee,  water  tub  and  guide-post, 
John  G.  Dodge,  jr.,  damage  to  sheep  by  dogs, 
Campbell  &  Hanscom,  1000  blank  tax  bills, 
Tewksbury  Bros.,  stationery  and  town  books, 

April,  Dr.  A.  F.  Carr,  certificates  of  births  and  deaths, 


63  50 

15  50 

45  00 

5  00 

4  00 

5  00 
4  50 

35  08 
11  00 
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July,  Albert  Little,  land  for  west  grave-yard, 

Charles  Spencer,  money  due  from  Dis.  No.  15  to 

Dis.  No.  9  (1871)  .... 

R.  L.  Livingston,  lighting  bridge, 

Sept.,  A.  McDougal,  building  school  house,  Dis.  No.  4, 
Daniel  Farmer,  over  tax,        .... 

Oct.,  Win.  H.  Fisk,  blank  record  books,  . 

Orin  Moore,  land  for  west  grave-yard,   * 
Alfred  Stevens,  damage  to  sheep  by  dogs,    . 
Rev.  J.  W.  Poland,  posting  notices,  Dis.  No.  6, 
S.  P.  Scribner,  over-tax,         .... 

Nov.,  Emerson  Johonett,  damages  by  bridge,  . 

Dec,  A.  J.  Hazen,  damage  to  sleigh 

Robert  Brown,  damage  by  bridge  . 

1874. 

Jan.    Rodney  Johnson,  lumber  for  west  grave-yard 

Rodney  Johnson,  traverse  runners  for  hearses 

Greer  &  Johnson,  planking  bridge 

Feb.    Charles    Morgrage,  collector,  abatement  of  taxes. 

list  1870  .         .         .         . 

E.    Richards,   collector,    abatement   of  taxes,   lists 

,1871,  1872,  and  1873       .         .         ." 
Rodney  Johnson,  damage  to  Moulton's  wagon 
E.  Richards,  collector,  expenses  to  Concord,  charge 
of  bonds,  payment  of  notes,  &c. 
Feb.  24.  Alfred  Story,  nails  delivered  in  August     . 

Frank  B.  Flanders,  recording  births  aud  deaths 

jurors,  blanks,  postage  stamps,  &c.     . 
Isaac  J.  Page,  over-tax  •    . 

Cross  &   Burnhami,  costs  on  E.  Johonnett  case 
R.  Johnson,  painting  and  other  expenses  . 
J.  B.  Hoit,  repairing  grave-yard  fence,  &c. 
Frank  B.  Flanders,  net  income  of  Town  House 


$165  00 


.   55 

62 

10 

00 

.  550 

94 

7 

91 

10 

00 

.   .81 

61 

15 

00 

2 

00 

2 

96 

.  100 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

80 

62 

.  110 

00 

.   44 

23 

39  97 


77 

10 

2 

00 

13 

50 

7 

43 

17 

19 

47 

10 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

20 

41 

PAID   TOWN  NOTES   AND   INTEREST- 


1873. 
June,  Alvin  Hadley,  endorsed  on  note   Sarah 

Harriman $200  00 


June  Lucinda   L.    Hadley,   balance    ou   note 

dated  Sept.  20,  1872      . 
Aug.  Inteiest  on  town  note  $400,  1  year 

Sarah  Harriman,  note  date  dated  Feb. 

26,  1870 

Lucinda  L.  Hadley,  note  dated  Sept.  18, 

1869       .  .         .         .       -. 

Dr.  A.  F.  Carr,  interest  on  note    . 

Dec.  David  Steele,  Esq.     "  "         . 

1874. 
Jan.  Geoige  W.  Parker,     "  "        ,      '   . 

Julia  A.  Little  "  "         .         . 

Elipbalet  Jones,  endorsed  on  note  . 
Feb.  Charles  Morgrage,  interest  on  note 

Charles  George,  note  dated  Jan.  1,  1770 

Luther  Hadley,  interest  on  town  note    . 

1873. 
March  13,  Mrs.  Abigail  Burnham,  interest  on 
town  note         .... 

1873. 
May  31,  Kendrick   Kendall,  endorsed  on  note 
to  Lucinda  L.  Hadley 
1874. 
Feb.  12,  Miss  Harriet  Kidder,  note  dated  May 
16,  1870,     .... 
14,  David  Steele,  Esq.,  note  dated  Nov. 
1,  1869,       .... 
Luther  Hadley,    note  dated  Dec,  1, 

1869 

Luther  Hadley,  note  nated  Dec.  1, 

1869 

James  Barr,  note  dated  July  15,  1870 


>566  66 
24  00 

313  59 


439 

08 

78 

00 

80 

50 

24 

00 

74 

38 

40 

00 

48 

00 

151 

37 

52 

82 

Thos.  R.  Hoyt, 

Eliphalet  Jones,  " 

Sally  E.  Burnham  " 

Mary  A.  Edwards,  " 

Jas.  C.  Jones  " 

Elvira  Woodbury,  " 


Sept.  5,  1871 

Ja^.  1,  1872 

"     1,  1866 

Oct.  2,  1871 

Dec.  21,  1871 

Aug.  1,  1872 


24  00 
1,000  00 

2,249  51 

1,221   78 

536  19 

536  18 
925  96 
230  56 
173  20 
439  34 
229  24 
792  57 
383  24 


Nathl  Hadley,  note  dated  Jan.  5,  1870  $150  00 
"  "         interest  on  above  note 

and  on  note  of  $1,000   to  date     169  53 

4 


1874. 
Feb.  23. 

24, 


21  86 


428  00 


.  211 

50 

.  400 

00 

.  500 

00 

536 

77 

Dr.  A.  F.  Carr,  note  dated  Aug.  26, 
1865         .        .         :         .         .         $1,339  00 
Mrs.  Cyrena  Whittemore,  note  dated 
Dec.  7,  1871     ....         1,283  07 
Elizabeth   A.    Richards,    interest  on 

town  note  . 

Mrs.  A.  Burnham,  note  and  interest 
on  town  note      .... 
G.  W.  Parker,  note  and  interest  on 

town  note    ; 
Abigail  Burnham 
Charles  Morgragej 
John  Ferson,  2  notes 


TOWN   OFFICEKS'    BILLS. 

Robinson  Brown,  Treasurer     . 

F.  B.  Flanders,  Clerk      .         .         .  '       > 
David  M.  Taggart,  Selectman  . 
Rodney  Johnson,         "       .     -.         ;         .         < 

G.  F.  Farley.  "  * 

Rev.  S.  L.  Gerould,  Superintending  School  Committee 
Rev.  Elbridge  Bradford,  .         »         :      ^i 

Rev.  J.  W.  Poland  .  .     .  '» 

E.  Richards,  Collector,    ....;. 

SCHOOL  MONEY. 

District  No.  15  Geo.  G.  Upham     *  .  ,  $669  14 

2,  John  G.  Dodge       .  .  .  64  95 

•'             3,  David  Weatherspoon  .  ,  137  20 

4,  A.  J.  Hazen  ,         .  .  .  108  86 

41             5,  Calvin  Wyman       .  '.  .  162  47 

"             6,  John  M.  Brown      .  <  .  81  3l 


11,153  71 


15,873  91 


.  ,  $50  00 

.  25 

00 

.  175 

00 

.   68 

00 

63 

00 

.   41 

00 

25 

00 

16 

00 

,  203 

98 

District  No.  7,  Timothy  Wor 

thley          .         .  $134  06 

"             8,  Wra.  S.  Whipple   .                          99  98 

"             9,  Charles  Spencer      .                   .     209  21 

"           10,  D.  G.  Davis   . 

.     158  05 

11,  E.  C.  Smith 

.         .169  52 

"  4        12,  J.  C.  Mclntyre        .                          54  36 

SS0  fMQ 

00 

tJP  &)\JrtV 

NOTES   OUTSTANDING  MARCH   1,    1874 

Julia  A.  Warren, 

.  $539  28 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Parker,    . 

.     404  00 

Rhoda  Richards,    . 

.     371   00 

Lucy  Hadley, 

.     453   28 

Mrs.  Sally  Parker,           .   ' 

1,617  17 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Black, 

.     130  00 

Artemas  Whitney,  2  notes     . 

.     799  46 

Jabez  B.  Pettee,  2  notes 

2,533  20 

S.  W.  Little, 

.          .          .     602   96 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Burnham, 

1,780  42 

Thos.  L.  Poor, 

.         .       94  78 

John  Butterfield,    . 

.     335  85 

E.  Richards, 

.     404  61 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Warren, 

.     363  12 

Mrs.  Margaret  R.  Connor, 

1,626   09 

Miss  Naomi  Warren, 

.      187  39 

Nathl.  Hadley, 

1,003  17 

Elizabeth  Richards, 

.     424  20 

Lucy  Hadley,          .        4. 

.     289  80 

Horace  Richards,  2  notes, 

..     643  33 

Julia  A.  Little, 

1,212  00 

Charles  Morgrage, 

.     315  50 

Mrs.  Chas.  George, 

.     441   12 

«Mfi  £71 

73 

District  No.  1, 
No.    2, 
No. 
No. 

G.2. 


TOTAL     VALUATION    APRIL,  1873. 

$235,590 

22,805 

3, 48,492 

4,   .                            ...  37,882 
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District  No.  5,  , 

No.  6,  . 
No.  7,  . 
No.  8.  . 
No.  9.  . 
No.  10,  . 
No.  11,  . 
No.  12,  . 


State  tax,    . 

$3,216 

County  tax 

1,090 

School  tax, 

. 

1,876 

Town  tax, 

4,000 

Five  per  cent  on 

the 

same, 

507  60 

$57,009 
28,495 
47,075 
35,080 
73,752 
55,458 
59,482 
18,994 

$720,114  00 


[0,689  60 


auditor's  report. 

Notes  and  interest  on  the  same  due  from  the  town 

March  1,  1874   .......     $16,571  70 

Less,  due  from  E.  Richards,   Collector  up 

to    March    1,    1874,    $5,736.35,    from 

which    sum   we    deduct    $2,800,    for 

school -house   tax   in   District   No.    1, 

leaving  due  the  town 
Money  in  Treasurer's  hands 
Due  from  the  county 

"         Alfred  Stevens  . 

Indebtedness  of  the  town  .  .  $9,245  77 

The  undersigned  have  examined  all  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer  and  Selectmen  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1874, 
and  find  them  correct,  with  satisfactory  vouchers  for  all  orders 
drawn  on  the  Treasurer. 

The  books  of  both  Selectmen  and  Treasurer  are  neatly  kept  and 

in  fine  order. 

ALFRED  STORY. 
ALFRED  POOR. 
JOHN  M.  PARKER. 


$2,936 

35 

4,292 

82 

81 

79 

15 

00 

$7,325  96 

SCHOOL  REPORT. 


In  compliance  with  the  statute,  your  committee  would  respect 
fully  submit  the  following : 

Our  attention  has  been  called  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  which  follows,  with  the 
request  that  we  bring  it  before  the  town. 

CHAPTER   Vni. 

AN     ACT     ENABLING  TOWNS     TO    ABOLISH    SCHOOL     DISTRICTS    IN     CER- 
TAIN   CASES.  • 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  conve?ied  : 

Section  1.  Any  town  may  at  any  time  abolish  the  school  dis- 
tricts therein,  and  shall  thereupon  forthwith  take  possession  of  all 
the  school-houses,  land,  apparatus,  and  otber  property  owned  and 
U3ed  for  school  purposes,  which  such  districts  might  lawfully  sell 
or  convey.  The  property  so  taken  shall  be  appraised  under  direc- 
tion of  the  town,  and  at  the  next  annual  assessment  thereafter  a 
tax  shall  be  levied  upon  the  whole  town  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  whole  appraisal,  and  then  shall  be  remitted  to  the  tax- payers 
of  each  district  the  said  appraised  value  of  its  property  then  taken; 
or  the  difference  in  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts may  be  adjusted  in  any  other  manner  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties  in  interest. 

Sec.  2.  When  any  town  which  has  been  divided  into  school 
districts  shall  have  abolished  them,  the  said  town  shall  then  be 
considered  as  one  district,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  liabil- 
ities of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  Such  towns  shall,  at  their  annual  town-meeting  in 
March,  elect  a  board  of  education,  consisting  of  not  less  than  three 
persons,  who  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties  of 
superintending  and  prudential  committees  of  towns. 

(ii) 
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Sec.  4. .  Should  any  town  neglect  to  choose  such  "board  of  ed- 
ucation," the  selectmen  shall,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of 
April  ensuing,  appoint  them. 

Sec.  5,  The  corporate  powers  and  liabilities  of  any  school  dis- 
trict shall  continue  and  remain  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  dis- 
posing of  the  money  paid  for  its  property  by  the  town,  paying  its 
debts,  concluding  any  suit  at  law,  or  in  equity,  in  which  such  dis- 
trict may  be  a  party,  collecting  any  debts  due  such  district,  and 
disposing  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  and  holding  a  id  enjoying  the 
income  of  any  money  or  property  held  in  trust  by  virtue  of  any 
gift,  devise  or  bequest,  for  the  benefit  of  such  district,  for  the  same 
purpose  and  in  the  same  manner  as  before,  according  to  the  terms 
thereof. 

Sec.  6.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  only  in  such 
towns  as,  by  vote  at  a  legal  meeting,  shall  adopt  its  provisions. 

Sec.  7.     All   Acts  or  parts  of  Acts  inconsistent  with  this   Act 
are  hereby  repealed. 
Approved  July  2,  1870. 

It  is  a  part  of  our  duty  to  make  "such  suggestions  relative  to 
the  schools  as  we  may  think  useful."      We  have  found  by  an  ex- 
perience of  several  years  in  this  position,  that  one  of  the  chief  evils 
connected  with  the  school  system  is  the  employment  of  poor  teach 
ers.     The  prudential  committee  in  each  district  employs,  and  the 
town  school  committee  examines,  and  approves  or  disapproves,  as 
in  his  judgment  he  sees  fit.     It  must  be  readily  seen  that  it  would 
be  no  pleasant  duty  for  the  town  committee  to  reject  -a  teacher 
brought  to  them  by  the  district  committee,  the  teacher  often  being 
a  relative  or  personal  friend  of  the  committee.     Hence  unqualified 
teachers  are  often  passed,  because  it  is  thought  the  disturbance 
that  would  be  made  by  their  rejection  would  be  a  greater  injuty 
to  the  schools   than  their  approbation.     The   teacher  goes  into  a 
school,  possibly  well  qualified  so  far  as  education  is  concerned,  but 
lacking  the  power  to  govern,  a  fact  that  can  never  be  certainly  as- 
certained by  a  mere  examination.     The  town  committee  is  satis- 
fied that  the  school  if  continued  will  not  be  profitable.     It  is  his 
duty  in  such  a  case  to  dismiss  the  teacher.     Such  dismissal,  how- 
ever, often   results  in  awakening  bad  feelings  in  the  district,  and 
doing  it  permanent  harm,  for  the  worst  teacher  will   be  likely  to 
have  some  warm  friends. 
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Under  the  plan  presented  in  the  foregoing  Act  of  Legislature, 
the  town  committee  employs  the  teachers,  examines  them,  and 
pays  them  ;  but  the  examination  comes  before  the  employment, 
and  there  is  no  fear  of  offending  a  district  committee  or  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  by  the  rejection  of  an  unqualified  teacher. 

Again,  it  often  happens  that  a  teacher  is  qualified  for  one  school 
but  is  not  for  another.  Under  this  plan  teachers  are  assigned  to 
such  schools  as  they  are  deemed  qualified  to  teach. 

Once  more,  the  schools  throughout  town  under  this  plan  are  of 
equal  length,  givirfg  to  all,  poor  as  well  as  rich,  small  and  distant 
districts  as  well  as  the  large  and  central  ones,  equal  privileges. 

It  is  not  claimed,  by  any  means,  that  all  the  evils  connected 
with  our  schools  vvould  be  done  away,  or  that  we  should  in  all 
cases  have  perfect  teachers,  by  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  but  it 
seems  to  us  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

In  sparsely  settled  places  in  Massachusetts,  where  a  similar  an-pl 
is  in  operation  in  most  of  the  towns,  the  town  consolidates  its 
school-houses  and  provides  conveyance  to  and  from  school  for  the 
children  living  at  a  distance.  In  this  way  they  have  fewer  school- 
houses  and  better  ones,  fewer  teachers,  and  of  course  less  expense, 
and  graded  schools,  which  are  much  more  profitable  than  ungrad- 
ed. If  such  a  plan  could  be  introduced  here  by  consent  of  the 
town,  the  same  amount  of  schooling  we  now  have  would  be  ob- 
tained at  less  expense,  for,  instead  of  twelve  districts,  we  could 
reduce  to  five,  and  perhaps  four. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in  his  last  Report, 
says  :  "The  present  sub-division  of  towns  into  school  districts  is 
the  work  of  this  century.  It  was  not  accomplished  throughout 
the  State  until  1843,  when  an  Act  was  passed  the  Legislature  re- 
quiring the  ablest  men,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
to  make  the  division.  An  Act  was  passed  in  1805,  impowering 
towns  to  divide  into  school  districts.  It  required  forty  years  to 
make  a  change  not  fit  to  be  made." 

It  is  not  expected  by  your  committee  that  these  radical  changes 
will  be  effected  at  once  ;  but  it  seems  to  us  they  are  worthy  of 
discussion  and  thoughtful  consideration. 

District  No.   1 — Village. 
The  primary  department,  summer  term,  was  taught  by  Miss  Jen 
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nie  E.  Hart.  Too  much  praise  could  hardly  be  giveu  this  teach- 
er, for,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  with  which  she  had  to 
contend,  she  had  an  admirable  school. 

The  upper  department  was  taught  by  Miss  Flora  L.  Haines. 
The  prudential  committee  were  unusually  careful  in  their  inquiries 
about  this  teacher  before  employing  her.  She  came  well  recom- 
mended, passed  a  very  fair  examination,  but,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  the  school  was  not  what  it  should  have  been.  The  teacher 
failed  to  secure  the  respect  of  her  pupils,  and  as  she  was  indolent, 
not  very  much  could  be  expected. 

In  the  winter  the  primary  department  was  taught  by  Miss  Edna 
V.  Carr,  and  the  higher  by  Mr.  George  P.  Hadley,  2d.  Mr.  Had- 
ley  is  too  well  known  in  town  as  a  successful  teacher,  to  need  to 
have  anything  said  in  commendation.  The  school  indicated  at 
the  close  that  it  had  had  a  thorough  and  painstaking  instructor. 
Miss  Carr,  though  with  less  experience,  atid  with  the  disadvantage 
of  an  unsuitable  room,  did  remarkably  well,  her  school .  on  her 
pajk^diligent  effort  and  patient  industry.  ^ 

A  fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mardie  L.  Story,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  scholars  of  the  former  district  No.  13,  the  expense  being 
paid  by  a  sum  of  money  left  over  at  the  union  of  the  two  districts. 
Miss  Story  is  a  superior  teacher,  and  had  her  usual  good  success. 

We  hoped  we  should  have  been  able  to  have  reported  the  erec- 
tion of  a  school-house,  but  unforeseen  difficulties  have  arisen  which 
have  prevented  the  building  committee  from  acting.  The  mate- 
rial prosperity  of  this  village  and  district  cannot  be  so  much  in- 
creased by  any  other  one  thing,  as  by  erecting  a  suitable  school- 
house  for  present  and  prospective  wants. 

Disteict  No.  2 — Mountain. 

No  summer  school.  The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  James 
P.  Tuttle,  his  first  school.  Since  our  acquaintance  with  this  dis- 
trict it  has  not  had  so  profitable  a  term  as  this.  With  all  the 
disadvantages,  he  succeeded  in  rousing  the  enthusiasm  of  his  pu- 
pils. A  teacher  that  can  do  this  in  such  a  school-house  is  worthy 
of  all  praise.  He  reports  only  three  instances  of  whispering  during 
the  term.  The  attention  of  the  district  is  respectfully  requested 
to  the  condition  of  the  doors  of  the  school  house. 
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.   District  No.  3 — Shirley   Hill. 

Miss  Hattie  M.  Thayer,  teacher,  summer  term.  A  faithful 
teacher  and  a  good  school.  Nine  of  the  fourteen  scholars  were 
neither  absent  nor  tardy.  The  winter  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Tinker,  who  had  been  previously  employed  one  term. 
The  appearance  of  the  school  at  the  beginning  was  good,  and  at 
its  close  it  was  better.  It  was  wonderful  what  an  amount  of  in- 
formation she  had  conveyed  to  the  scholars,  particulary  the  young- 
er ones.  She  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  district,  and  ought  to  be 
employed  again.  Twelve  of  the  seventeen  scholars  received  no 
marks  for  absence  or  tardiness. 

District  No.  4 — Kennedy  Hill. 

The  summer  term  of  eleven  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  N. 
Amanda  Wyman.  The  teacher  instructed  and  conducted  the 
school  with  her  usual  ability  and  fidelity,  and  the  examination 
showed  a  decided  improvement  in  all  branches  taught.  The  whole 
unmber  of  scholars  in  attendance  was  sixteen,  while  the  average 
was  a  fraction  above  fifteen.  There  were  only  ten  instances  of  tardi 
ness,  and  seven  of  dismissal.  Praise  is  due  for  this  item  of  favora- 
ble report,  to  teacher,  scholars  and  parents. 

We  noticed  in  last  year's  report  of  this  school,  that  it  had  a  fine 
remodelled  house,  making  it  the  best  school-house  in  town.  It 
still  holds  this  pre-eminence.  The  house,  in  all  respects,  has  been 
kept  in  good  order. 

Winter  term  of  ten  weeks,  Miss  Josie  Pattee,  teacher.  As  this 
school  has  two  weeks  yet  to  keep,  we  are  unable  to  report  it  in 
full.  Two  visits  have  been  made  by  your  committee,  and  at  each 
visit  the  teacher  and  pupils  were  found  earnestly  engaged  in  their 
work.  We  expect  at  the  close  of  the  term  to  find  the  school  pre- 
pared to  pass  an  excellent  examination. 

A  private  school  was  taught  in  the  fall  by  Mr.  H.  Byron  Wy 
man. 

District  No.  5— Mast  Road. 

The  summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  J.  Crockett,  an  expe 
rienced  and  successful  teacher.  Several  of  the  scholars  have  to  go 
quite  a  distance  in  attending  school,  those  from  one  family  cross- 
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ing  the  river  ;  and  yet  they  have  been  quite  prompt  in  being  pres- 
ent at  the  opening  of  the  school.  A  very  fine  improvement  was 
made  in  the  various  studies  pursued.  The  teacher  is  a  good  sing- 
er, and  an  accomplished  instructor  of  music;  and  the  scholars 
showed  an  interest  and  proficiency  in  vocal  music.  We  wish  that 
vocal  music  could  be  practiced  in  all  our  schools. 

H.  Byron  Wyman  taught  the  winter  term  of  twelve  weeks. 
This  was  his  first  district  school,  and  in  it  he  earned  a  good  repu 
tation  as  a  teacher.  The  examination  at  the  close  showed  that 
the  instruction  given  had  been  practical  and  thorough. 

District  No.  6 — Center,  South. 

Miss  Susie  C.  Kimball  taught  the  summer  term.  It  was  her 
first  experience  in  teaching,  but  she  was  faithful  in  her  duties,  and 
labored  hard  to  benefit  her  scholars.  Amid  all  the  discourage- 
ments which  she  met,  some  of  her  scholars  made  commendable 
improvement.  No  teacher,  however  faithful,  can  realize  her  hopes 
of  great  success,  in  a  school  like  this,  where  the  number  is  so 
small  and  the  attendance  of  some  of  the  scholars  is  so  irregular. 

The  sad  calamity  which  happened  during  the  last  week  of  the 
term — the  drowning  of  two  of  the  boys — broke  up  the  school,  and 
thus  prevented  an  examination. 

Miss  Cynthia  Worthley  taught  the  winter  term,  and  succeeded 
well  in  this,  her  first,  attempt  at  school  teaching.  As  the  school 
is  very  small,  it  is  hard  for  any  teacher  to  interest  the  scholars. 
The  school  continued  nine  weeks. 

District  No.  7. — East. 

This  school  still  maintains  its  excellent  reputation  for  good  de- 
portment, and  for  diligence  and  advancement  in  the  various  stud- 
ies pursued.     It  is  indeed  a  model  school. 

The  summer  term  of  ten  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  Myra 
Worthley,  a  resident  in  the  district.  Miss  W.  had  already  won 
distinction  as  a  teacher  in  other  districts  in  town.  In  her  remarks 
at  the  close  of  the  register,  she  says :  "In  commencing  the  school 
in  my  own  district,  I  undertook  what  seems  to  many  a  disagree 
able  task  ;  but  the  term  has  passed  very  pleasantly  with  me,  and  I 
hope  it  has  with  the  rest.  The  scholars  have  been  very  studious, 
obedient  and  respectful.  The  parents  and  friends  have  all  been 
very  kind  to  me,  for  which  I  render  them  my  sincere  thanks." 
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The  winter  term  was  taught  by  the  same  teacher,  Mrs.  Myra 
Martin,  and  although  she  had  changed  her  name  in  the  time  inter- 
vening  between  the  summer  and  winter  terms,  yet  she  had  not 
changed  her  method  ot  imparting  instruction,^  and  all  that  has 
been  said  in  commendation  of  her  school  heretofore,  might  be  said 
of  this  term  of  school.  Its  length  was  thirteen  weeks,  and  its 
success  was  admirable. 

District  No.  8. — Tibbitts  Hill. 

The  summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Hattie  A.  Simonds  of 
Dunbarton.  Miss  S.  had  taught  the  summer  term  of  district  No. 
7,  in  the  year  preceding,  and  succeeded  so  well  that  her  services 
were  sought  for  and  secured  for  district  No.  8.  Her  success  fully 
equalled  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  school  in  this  district  is  composed  of  an  interesting  class 
of  scholars,  well-behaved,  and  who  are  eager  to  learn.  The 
school  house  is  not  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  but  the  scholars 
make  the  best  of  it.  The  money  appropriated  for  the  summer 
school  was  well  expended. 

Will  not  the  friends  of  this  school  in  the  district  either  build  a 
new  house,  or  remodel  the  old  one  1 

The  winter  term  of  nine  weeks  was  taught  by  the  same  teacher, 
and  her  success  proved  that  they  could  have  made  no  better 
choice.  -She  knew  her  pupils,  and  vas  able  to  lead  them  over 
more  of  their  text-books  than  one  could  have  done  who  was  not 
acquainted  with  them.  This  school  passed  an  excellent  examina- 
tion. 

District  No.  9 — Center,  North. 

The  school  for  the  summer  term  in  this  district  was  taught  by 
Miss  Lucy  C.  Dickey  of  Manchester.  Miss  D.  had  been  a  teacher 
in  the  West  for  several  terms.  Her  method  of  giving  instruction 
was  thorough,  and  her  general  management  of  the  school  was 
good.  The  scholars  made  improvement  in  penmanship,  as  the 
teacher  was  well  qualified  to  instruct  in  that  important  branch  of 
English  education.  The  scholars  made  improvement  in  all  the 
branches  receiving  their  attention. 

There  are  no  marks  in  the  register  for   tardiness,  but  the  com- 
mittee here  reporting  is  persuaded  from  his  own  observation  that 
there  was  occasion  for  quite  a  number, 
u.  3 
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Miss  Dickey,  in  her  remarks,  speaks  in  much  praise  of  the  high 
degree  of  perseverance  and  industry  of  her  scholars,  and  suggests 
that  the  district  should  furnish  the  school  with  a  globe  and  an  un- 
abridged dictionary. 

The  winter  term  continued  nine  weeks,  and  at  the  request  of 
many  of  the  parents  two  weeks  of  private  school  were  added 
at  the  expense  of  those  who  chose  to  send  scholars.  The 
pupils  in  this  school  are  industrious  in  their  studies,  uniformly 
kind  and  courteous  to'£heir  teacher  and  each  other.  This  school 
is  too  large  for  one  teacher,  as  it  numbers  about  fifty  pupils  ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  united  with  the  school  in  district  No.  6,  a  new 
school-house  built,  and  a  graded  school  established  at  once.  The 
winter  term  was  taught  by  E.  Bradford. 

A  private  school  was  taught  in  the  fall  by  Miss  Susie  C.  Kim- 
ball. 

District  No.  10 — Pattee  Hill. 

The  first  term  of  this  school,  which  was  in  the  fall,  was  taught 
by  Miss  Ella  M.  Severance.  She  came  well  re  commended,  and 
sustained  a  good  examination,  but  her  school  indicated  that  she 
lacked  energy.     It  was  not  ^'profitable  as  it  ought   to  have  been. 

Miss  Asenath  A.  Wheeler  taught  the  winter  ter  m.  She  had  had 
the  experience  of  several  schools  previously,  and  it  was  confident- 
ly expected  that  she  would  soon  bring  the  school  under  proper 
discipline ;  but  our  hopes  in  this  regard  were  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment. As  an  instructor  she  did  tolerably  well,  but  until  the 
last  two  weeks  of  school  she  seemed  to  make  no  effort  to  govern 
it.  This  district  has  had  until  within  about  a  year  the  best  schools 
in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  it  will  require  quite  an  effort  to  re- 
cover lost  ground.  There  should  be  such  perfect  harmony  be. 
tween  the  prudential  and  the  school  committees,  that  the  advice  of 
the  latter  shall  be  followed,  else  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
schools  might  as  well  be  abolished. 

District  No.  11 — Parkers. 

Miss  Ada  M.  Carr  taught  the  summer  term.  Any  teacher  la- 
bors under  such  disadvantage  in  this  school,  on  account  of  the 
school-house,  that  it  is  difficult  to  report  it  fairly.     The  quiet  dig- 
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nity  and  lady-like  manners  of  this  teacher,  in  such  contrast  with 
some  others,  could  not  fail  of  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the  schol- 
ars. If  the  school  was  not  as  enthusiastic  as  it  is  desirable  a 
school  should  be,  let  the  legal  voters  of  the  district  occupy  the 
seats  of  the  school  house  for  three  consecutive  hours,  and  they  will 
understand  at  least  one  reason  why  it  was  not. 

The  money  of  the  adjoining  district  iu  New  Boston  was  schooled 
out  in  this  honse,  Miss  Emma  L.  Jones  being  employed  as  teacher 
in  the  fall.  She  had  previously  taught  one  term  here,  and  this 
school  was  a  decided  improvement  upon  that. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Harriman.  This 
was  an  excellent  school.  The  energy  and  industry  of  the  teacher, 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  scholars  were  worthy  of  all  commenda- 
tion. 

He  reports  Josie  Smith,  Mary  Story,  Alice  Parker  and  Susie 
Whitney  as  not  whispering  during  the  term ;  and  Eddie  Colter, 
Mary  Moses,  Bertie  Johonnett,  Belle  Johonnett,  Henry  Parker, 
Frank  Parker  and  Alice  Parker,  as  not  tardy,  absent  or  dismissed 
during  the  term. 

District  No.   12 — Paige  Hill. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Mclntire,  teacher,  summer  and  winter.  The  school 
was  small,  as  usual,  but  the  previous  reputation  of  the  teacher 
was  fully  sustained.  The  parents  in  this  district  owe  much  to 
Mrs.  Mclntire  for  her  generosity  in  giving  them  so  long  a  school 
for  such  a  small  sum  of  money,  fully  a  third  more  than  they 
would  be  likely  to  obtain  from  any  other  teacher  equally  good. 

TEXT    BOOKS    IN    USE. 

Reading — Hilliard's  series,  introduced  1869. 

Spelling — Progressive,  "  1869. 

Writing — Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner,        "  1870. 

Arithmetic — Greenleaf's,  "  1871. 

Geography — Warren,  "  1872. 

Grammar — Quackenbos,  "  not  known 

S.  L.  GEROULD, 
E.  BRADFORD 

Committee. 
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Notwithstanding  the  large  outlay  of  last  spring  in  fitting  up 
our  offi.ce,  the  rapid ,  increase  of  our  business  has  compelled  us  to 
make  still  further  additions  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  our 
customers,  and  for  this  purpose  we  have  erected  a  four-story 
French-roof  brick  block  on  Manchester  street,  near  Elm,  and  have 
added  many  improvements,  principal  among  which  is  a  new 

Universe!  Printing  Machine, 

Acknowledged  the  Best  Press  in  the  World. 
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Our  facilities  for  doing 

THE  BESTOF  WORK  ATTHE  SHORTESTNOTICE 

are  equalled  by  few  offices  north  of  Boston. 
We  do  not  claim  the  lowest  prices  in  the  State,  for  the  quality 
of  work  which  we  give  our  customers  will  not  admit  of  it,  but 
what  we  do  claim  is  the 

BEST  OF  WORK  AT  AVERAGE  PRICES. 

CAMPBELL  &  HANSCOM, 

No.  15  Manchester  Street.  MANCHESTEK,  N.  H. 


